alabama contract poultry growers association

2606 Hwy 57 • phil campbell, alabama • 35581

telePhone: 205-993-4227 


June 12, 2008

Dear Grower,

I am writing you with good news – after seven years of hard work, you no longer have to be forced to give up your constitutional right to go to court!  In the 2008 Farm Bill, we were able to win the right for growers to decline to be bound by arbitration clauses in their contracts.  

I wanted to make sure that you have good background information about arbitration before you are given the choice to decline to be bound by an arbitration clause in your contract.  Enclosed you will find information about the true costs and realities of arbitration and your new rights under the 2008 Farm Bill.  

There are some things that you can do to help implement this victory:

· Educate yourself about the true costs and the restrictions of your rights and remedies in arbitration

· Share information with fellow growers through individual conversations and/or sharing these fact sheets with them 

· Let us know if you are being asked to sign a new contract and whether you think the company is complying with the new Farm Bill requirements. If the new contract contains any requirements that you keep the contract confidential, you are urged to consult an attorney

The group that made all of this happen is called the Campaign for Contract Agriculture Reform. The Campaign for Contract Agriculture Reform is a national alliance of organizations working to provide a voice for farmers and ranchers involved in contract agriculture and the communities in which they live. The goal of the campaign is to assure that the processor-producer relationship serves as a fair partnership rather than a dictatorship. While we are disappointed that we did not get all of the protections that we were fighting for, the 2008 Farm Bill represents a big step forward.  The Alabama Contract Poultry Growers Association is a member and the Rural Advancement Foundation International – USA are both active members of CCAR.  

If you have questions about any of this information or would like to get involved with advocating for new grower rights, please contact Becky Ceartas at RAFI-USA - 919-542-1396, ext 209, becky@rafiusa.org, PO Box 640, Pittsboro, NC 27312. 

The victory - while monumental - is bittersweet.  The enactment of these protections for farmers is the result of years of hard work and action by hundreds of poultry farmers and their allies.  Growers, at substantial personal risk, have made presentations to church and community groups to generate understanding and support; have called, written and visited their elected officials in district offices and in Washington, D.C.; and for the first time ever, were able to testify directly to both houses of congress in 2007.   

 

Kay Doby, President of the North Carolina Contract Growers Association testified before the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock Dairy and Poultry. Scott Hamilton, former President of the Alabama Contract Poultry Growers Association testified before the Senate Agriculture Committee.  The testimonials had a powerful impact of those who were present.  In the months that followed, members of congress and their staff referred back to the farmers’ stories and praised these growers for their integrity and clarity.  When Senator Feingold spoke in favor of the Fair Contracts for Growers Act in May 2007 in the Senate Judiciary Committee, he said that if you don't believe me about the magnitude of the problem, just read Scott Hamilton's testimony.

Unfortunately, shortly after his testimony, Scott Hamilton died for a self-inflicted overdose.  He is loved by his family and friends and he is sorely missed.  We are honored to have had the pleasure of working side-by-side with Scott.  His willingness to fight for what he believed was right and to go to bat for his fellow farmers is inspiring. 

 

We celebrate these victories in the Farm Bill for contract growers with fond and loving memories of Scott Hamilton, for without his courage and lifelong leadership they would not have been won. 

 

Sincerely,

Jonathan Buttram, President

Alabama Contract Poultry Growers 


